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SB 64 — Transportation Facility Designations/Officer Lance Christian 
Whitaker Highway 
by Senators Gibson and Bean 

The bill designates the portion of I-295/E. Beltway 295 between Alta Drive and Pulaski Road in 

Duval County as “Officer Lance Christian Whitaker Highway” and directs the Florida 

Department of Transportation to erect suitable markers. 

If approved by the Governor, these provisions take effect July 1, 2019. 

Vote:  Senate 40-0; House 115-0 
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CS/CS/HB 87 — Registration and Titling of Vehicles and Vessels 
by State Affairs Committee; Transportation and Infrastructure Subcommittee; and Rep. Ponder 

and others (CS/CS/SB 234 by Judiciary Committee; Infrastructure and Security Committee; and 

Senator Baxley) 

The bill authorizes a natural person who owns a heavy truck that weighs between 5,001 and 

7,999 pounds to renew his or her registration during his or her birth month rather than 

exclusively in December, as currently required by law. To implement the change in renewal 

dates, the bill requires the Department of Highway Safety and Motor Vehicles (DHSMV) to 

prorate registration renewal fees to give customers the option to renew their registrations on their 

dates of birth in 2021 or 2022. Customers whose dates of birth occur in the months of January 

through June may choose to renew for one to 18 months, and customers whose dates of birth 

occur in the months of July through December may choose to renew for seven to 24 months. The 

bill limits the option to prorate to renewal or unexpired registrations and registrations that have 

been expired for not more than 30 days. 

 

This change will allow a person to renew registrations for other motor vehicles at the same time 

as the heavy truck registration and will also benefit the DHSMV and tax collector offices by 

reducing the workload on their staffs in December. 

 

The bill expands the documentation that is acceptable for a surviving spouse or owner to rely 

upon when applying to transfer title to a motor vehicle or vessel from a deceased person. By 

authorizing the DHSMV and tax collector offices to use an electronic file of death records 

maintained by the Department of Health to verify information, applicants are no longer required 

to personally produce a certified death certificate to complete the transfer. 

If approved by the Governor, these provisions take effect July 1, 2019, with a later effective date 

of September 1, 2020, for the revised heavy truck registration periods. 

Vote:  Senate 40-0; House 109-0 
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CS/HB 107 — Wireless Communications While Driving 
by Transportation and Infrastructure Subcommittee and Reps. Toledo, Slosberg, and others 

(CS/CS/CS/CS/SB 76 by Rules Committee; Judiciary Committee; Innovation, Industry, and 

Technology Committee; Infrastructure and Security Committee; and Senators Simpson, 

Passidomo, Hooper, Mayfield, Book, Rouson, Berman, Perry, Taddeo, Cruz, and Stewart) 

The bill changes current enforcement of the ban on texting while driving from a secondary 

offense to a primary offense, which will allow a law enforcement officer to stop a vehicle solely 

for texting while driving. 

 

The bill creates a new section of statute titled “school and work zones; prohibition on the use of a 

wireless communications device in a handheld manner.” It authorizes enforcement of a ban on 

the use of a wireless communications device in a handheld manner while operating a motor 

vehicle in a designated school crossing, school zone, or active work zone area as a primary 

offense punishable as a moving violation. The bill provides for enforcement only by a warning 

from October 1, 2019, through December 31, 2019, after which a person may be issued a 

citation. 

 

For both texting while driving and use of a wireless communications device in a handheld 

manner while operating a motor vehicle in a designated school crossing, school zone, or work 

zone the bill: 

 Allows for a statewide public education and awareness campaign; 

 Requires a law enforcement officer to inform the motor vehicle operator that he or she 

has a right to decline a search of his or her wireless communications device; 

 Prohibits a law enforcement officer from accessing the wireless communications device 

without a warrant, confiscating the device while waiting for the issuance of a warrant, or 

using coercion or other improper method to convince the operator to provide access to 

such device without a warrant; and 

 Requires a law enforcement officer to record the race and ethnicity of a person issued a 

citation for texting while driving or for the use of a wireless communications device in a 

handheld manner while operating a motor vehicle in a designated school crossing, school 

zone, or active work zone area. 

If approved by the Governor, these provisions take effect July 1, 2019, with a later effective date 

of October 1, 2019, for the implementation of the prohibition on the use of a wireless 

communications device in a handheld manner in school and work zones. 

Vote:  Senate 33-5; House 108-7 
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CS/CS/SB 252 — Driver License, Identification Card, and Motor Vehicle 
Registration Applications 
by Appropriations Committee; Infrastructure and Security Committee; and Senator Flores  

The bill requires the Department of Highway Safety and Motor Vehicles (DHSMV) to include an 

option on the motor vehicle registration application to make a voluntary contribution of $1 or 

more to the Live Like Bella Childhood Cancer Foundation. Such contributions will be distributed 

by the DHSMV to the foundation. 

 

The bill repeals the requirement that the DHSMV include an option on the motor vehicle 

registration application and on the driver license and identification card application to make a 

voluntary contribution of $1 or more to the Auto Club Group Traffic Safety Foundation, Inc. 

If approved by the Governor, these provisions take effect July 1, 2019. 

Vote:  Senate 37-0; House 115-0 
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CS/HB 311 — Autonomous Vehicles 
by State Affairs Committee and Rep. Fischer (CS/CS/SB 932 by Appropriations Committee; 

Infrastructure and Security Committee; and Senator Brandes) 

The bill revises various provisions of law relating to autonomous vehicles. The bill deems an 

automated driving system to be the operator of an autonomous vehicle while operating in 

autonomous mode, regardless of whether a person is physically present in the vehicle. 

The bill authorizes operation of a fully autonomous vehicle on Florida roads regardless of 

whether a human operator is physically present in the vehicle. Under the bill, a licensed human 

operator is not required to operate a fully autonomous vehicle. The bill authorizes an 

autonomous vehicle or a fully autonomous vehicle equipped with a teleoperation system to 

operate without a human operator physically present in the vehicle when the teleoperation 

system is engaged. A remote human operator must be physically present in the United States and 

be licensed to operate a motor vehicle by a United States jurisdiction.  

 

The bill exempts fully autonomous vehicles operating with the automated driving system 

engaged from certain duties under chapter 316, F.S., such as the duty to give information and 

render aid, in the event of an accident. Provisions relating to unattended motor vehicles or 

property are also deemed inapplicable to such fully autonomous vehicles. The bill amends other 

provisions related to video displays, use of wireless communications devices, and other statutes 

to incorporate exemptions for autonomous vehicles.  

 

Additionally, the bill applies provisions relating to the operation of transportation network 

companies and vehicles to on-demand autonomous vehicle networks. The bill requires a fully 

autonomous vehicle with the automated driving system engaged while logged on to an on- 

demand autonomous vehicle network or engaged in a prearranged ride to have specified 

insurance coverage. The bill also requires proof of financial responsibility to respond to a claim 

for damages arising out of a motor vehicle accident for owners or registrants of certain fully 

autonomous vehicles that are not subject to the insurance requirements described above. These 

requirements are repealed on January 1, 2024. 

 

The bill authorizes the Florida Turnpike Enterprise within the FDOT to enter into one or more 

agreements to fund, construct, and operate facilities for the advancement of autonomous and 

connected innovative transportation technologies for specified purposes. 

 

The bill expresses legislative intent to provide for uniformity of laws governing autonomous 

vehicles throughout the state and prohibits a local government from imposing any tax, fee, for-

hire vehicle requirement, or other requirement on automated driving systems, autonomous 

vehicles, or on a person who operates an autonomous vehicle. 

If approved by the Governor, these provisions take effect July 1, 2019. 

Vote:  Senate 37-0; House 110-0 
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CS/HB 341 — Motor Vehicles and Railroad Trains 
by Transportation and Infrastructure Subcommittee and Rep. LaMarca and others (CS/SB 1002 

by Infrastructure and Security Committee and Senator Hutson) 

The bill clarifies the duties of law enforcement with respect to the collection of information 

required for crash reports in the event of a motor vehicle crash involving a railroad train. 

 

The bill revises the definition of “railroad train” to provide that a railroad train is not a motor 

vehicle for purposes of the Florida Uniform Traffic Control Law. 

 

The bill specifies that in the event that a motor vehicle crash involves a railroad train, the 

collection of certain required crash report information is at the discretion of the law enforcement 

officer having jurisdiction to investigate the crash. 

 

Current law requires that the crash report contain the names of insurance companies for the 

“respective parties” involved in the crash, unless not available. The bill amends this requirement 

to specify it applies to insurance companies of the motor vehicles involved in the crash. 

 

The bill provides a railroad train crew member or a passenger on a railroad train is not a 

passenger for purposes of completing a crash report. However, in the event of a motor vehicle 

crash involving a railroad train, a railroad train crew member must furnish: date, time, and 

location of the crash; description of the vehicles involved in the crash; and the names and 

addresses of parties involved in or witnesses to the crash. A railroad train crew member must 

also furnish the train engineer’s or the conductor’s federally-required, railroad-issued certificates, 

upon the request of the law enforcement officer investigating the crash. 

If approved by the Governor, these provisions take effect July 1, 2019. 

Vote:  Senate 38-0; House 116-0 
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CS/CS/CS/HB 385 — Transportation 
by State Affairs Committee; Ways and Means Committee; Transportation and Infrastructure 

Subcommittee; Reps. Avila and Perez (CS/CS/SB 898 by Appropriations Committee; 

Infrastructure and Security Committee; and Senator Diaz) 

The bill contains various transportation-related issues, most relating to the newly created Greater 

Miami Expressway Agency, as well as various miscellaneous provisions. 

 

Greater Miami Expressway Agency 

 Effective upon the bill becoming law, repeals the existing part I of Chapter 348, Florida 

Statutes, and dissolves the Miami-Dade County Expressway Authority. 

 Creates a new part I of the same chapter, to which the bulk of the existing provisions are 

relocated, and transfers all assets, powers, duties, and operations and maintenance control 

to the Greater Miami Expressway Agency (GMX), subject to all bond terms and 

covenants. 

 Provides for appointment of nine members to the GMX governing body and prohibits 

appointment of persons who were members of the governing body or employees of the 

former MDX on or after July 1, 2009, with certain exceptions. 

 Provides various definitions and sets out multiple ethics requirements applicable to 

members, employees, officers, and consultants of the GMX, the latter group of which 

does not include firms or individuals retained by the GMX to provide architectural, 

engineering, landscape architecture, or registered surveying and mapping services. 

 Prohibits the GMX from increasing its toll rates until July 1, 2029, except as necessary to 

comply with bond covenants or, on or after July 1, 2024, as approved by a supermajority 

vote of the GMX governing body; and requires approval of any toll rate increase by a 

two-thirds vote of the governing body. 

 Restricts the amount of toll revenues used for administrative costs to no more than ten 

percent above the annual state average of administrative costs, with the average to be 

determined by the Florida Transportation Commission based on the annual administrative 

costs of all the expressway authorities in the state. 

 Requires a distance of at least five miles between main through-lane tolling points, not 

including entry and exit ramps, and authorizes the GMX to establish toll rates such that 

the rate per mile is equal to the rates in effect on July 1, 2019. 

 Authorizes the GMX to finance or refinance the planning, design, acquisition, 

construction, extension, etc., of a public transportation facility or transportation facilities 

owned or operated by Miami-Dade County; an intermodal facility or facilities; 

multimodal corridors, bicycle facilities or greenways, or any programs or projects that 

will improve levels of service on an expressway system. 

 Creates the Greater Miami Toll Rebate Program within the GMX, subject to certain 

conditions, affording monthly rebates beginning January 1, 2020, in the form of SunPass 

account credits for SunPass holders with vehicles registered in Miami-Dade County who 

incur $12.50 or more each month in tolls. The bill specifies a goal of rebating 25 percent 
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of tolls paid, requires the GMX to review the amount of the toll rebate once every five 

years, and authorizes the GMX to adjust the toll rate. 

 Before October 1, 2019, requires the Auditor General to submit a report assessing the 

financial situation of the GMX, the financial feasibility of the toll rebate program, and the 

financial feasibility of a toll rate reduction. 

 Requires the GMX, beginning October 1, 2020, to annually submit to the Miami-Dade 

County metropolitan planning organization (MPO) and post on the GMXôs website a 

report providing information regarding the amount of tolls collected and how the tolls 

were used in the GMXôs previous fiscal year. 

 

Other Miami-Dade County Provisions 

 Prohibits the Miami-Dade County MPO from assessing any fees for municipalities, 

counties, or other governmental entities that are members of the MPO. 

 Effective October 1, 2022, and to the extent not prohibited by bond contracts or bond 

covenants, revises the authorized uses of the proceeds of discretionary sales surtaxes in 

Miami-Dade County; limits the distribution of such proceeds to municipalities in that 

county to no more than 25 percent; and specifies the authorized uses of such proceeds by 

municipalities. 

 Revives and makes permanent the rebuilt motor vehicle inspection program in Miami-

Dade County repealed on July 1, 2018, to be implemented by the Department of Highway 

Safety and Motor Vehicles (DHSMV) by October 1, 2019; provides additional 

requirements for program participants and facilities; and requires the DHSMV to submit 

a report by July 1, 2021, evaluating the effectiveness of the program and whether to 

expand it to other counties. 

 

Miscellaneous Provisions 

 Authorizes an electronic copy, rather than a paper copy, of rental or lease documentation 

issued for a motor vehicle to be in the possession of the vehicle operator or carried in the 

vehicle and exhibited upon demand of any authorized law enforcement officer or 

DHSMV agent. 

 Provides that the act of presenting an electronic device displaying an electronic copy of 

such rental or lease documentation does not constitute consent to access any information 

on the device other than the displayed rental or lease documentation, and provides the 

person presenting the device assumes liability for any resulting damage to it. 

 Prohibits a person from renting a motor vehicle to another unless he or she inspects the 

driver license of the renter and verified that the driver license is unexpired. 

 Deems a rental car company to be in compliance with certain statutory requirements 

regarding physical driver license verification under certain conditions relating to rentals 

made by digital or electronic means or rentals to renters who do not execute a rental 

contract at the time of taking possession of the vehicle. 


